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TAGS: PINS, PFOR, RH, SF. ZA 

SUBJECT: REACTION IN ZAMBIA TO MARCH 8 VICTORIA FALLS ATTACK 
REF: PRETORIA 978, 998 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. IN STRONGLY WORDED STATEMENT MARCH 1 1 GRZ 
DENIED GUERRILLAS WHO KILLED 4 SOUTH AFRICAN POLICEMEN MARCH 8 
NEAR VICTORIA FALLS CAME FROM OR RETREATED TO BASES IN ZAMBIA 
AS REPORTED ON RADIO SOUTH AFRICA. MOFA SPOKESMAN SAID "AL- 
LEGATION CAN BE REGARDED AS AN EXERCISE IN SELF-DECEPTION." 
MAINTAINED WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN ZIMBABWE, MOZAMBIQUE, AND ANGOLA 
WAS NATURAL REACTION TO MINORITY'S OPPRESSION OF MAJORITY 
NO LONGER PREPARED REMAIN MUTE. DENYING THERE ANY GUERRILLA 
BASES IN ZAMBIA, SPOKESMAN SAID "FREEDOM FIGHTERS ARE RIGHT 
IN ZIMBABWE ITSELF AND NOT IN ZAMBIA AND NO AMOUNT OF DE- 
CEPTION CAN ALTER THIS FACT." ADDED IT "MALICIOUS FOR RACISTS 
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CHIEVOUSLY SHIFT BLAME FOR THEIR OWN INTERNAL ILLS ON ZAMBIA 
UNLESS, OF COURSE, THEY ARE SHAMELESSLY ATTEMPTING TO FIND 
AN EXCUSE FOR LAUNCHING A MILITARY ATTACK ON INNOCENT ZAMBIA." 

2. ZAPU STATEMENT ISSUED MARCH 12 CLAIMED CREDIT FOR MARCH 8 
ATTACK ON KANDAHAR CAMP. CLAIMED ZPRA, ZAPU'S MILITARY WING, 
KILLED 9 "TROOPS" AND CAPTURED MATERIAL. FOLLOWING ATTACK 
ZPRA UNIT AVOIDED CAPTURE BY DISAPPEARING "IN TERRAIN THEY 
HAVE BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO SINCE WANKIE OPERATIONS OF 1967." 
RELEASE ALSO REFERRED TO TWO LANDMINE INCIDENTS IN WHICH AT 
LEAST 3 KILLED AND "MANY OTHERS WOULDED." THESE INCIDENTS 
SAID TO HAVE OCCURRED JANUARY 22 IN WANKIE TTL AND FEBRUARY 
3 IN MLIBIZI AREA OF BINGA DISTRICT. STATEMENT FURTHER CLAIMED 
SMITH REGIME HAS CEASED GIVING CASUALTY FIGURES "FOR FEAR OF 
FURTHER ALARMING WHITE SETTLER POPULATION AND SCARING AWAY 
TOURISTS." END UNCLASSIFIED 

3. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL;) :9..3,5: ZAPU STATEMENT CLAIMING RE- 
SPONSIBILITY FOR MARCH 8 INCIDENT SURPRISING IN ITS BLAT- 
ANCY. ORDINARILY, GRZ CAUTIOUS IN ITS TOLERANCE AND CONTROL 
OF FREEDOM FIGHTERS, SEEKING AVOID AGGRAVATIONS WHICH COULD 
ARISE FROM SUCH STATEMENTS. BELIEVE THIS MUST BE CASE OF VIO- 
LATION OF GRZ CONDITIONS AND POOR LIAISON. 

4. GRZ DOUBTLESS AWARE FACTS SURROUNDING MARCH 8 ATTACK BUT 

IT CERTAINLY NOT PREPARED TO ACKNOWLEDGE EXISTENCE OF GUERRILLA 
BASES IN ZAMBIA. LOCATION OF INCIDENT STRONGLY SUGGESTS ATTACKERS 
CAME FROM ZAMBIA. FOR SEVERAL YEARS ZAPU HAS HAD CAMP IN 
ZAMBEZI VALLEY NEAR KABANGA EAST OF LIVINGSTONE. 

5. QUESTIONABLE WHY GRZ WOULD ALLOW REFLECTION ON ITS CRE- 
DIBILITY BY DENYING CAMPS' THEIR PRESENCE RATHER THAN REMAINING 
SILENT. PERTINENT TO NOTE IN THIS CONTEXT THAT WILDLIFE CON- 
SERVATION INTERNATIONAL. AMERICAN ORGANZIATION ATTEMPTING 
ESTABLISH GAME RESERVE HERE, HAS IDENTIFIED THREE FREEDOM 
FIGHTER CAMPS IN ITS LEASEHOLD BETWEEN GREAT EAST ROAD AND 
ZAMBEZI RIVER (LUSAKA 404 AND PREVIOUS). GRZ DID NOT RPT NOT 
DENY THEIR EXISTENCE WHEN THEIR TROUBLESOME NATURE BROUGHT 
TO ATTENTION OF RESPONSIBLE MINISTRY; RATHER COMMITTED ITSELF 
TO ROOTING THEM OUT. 
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